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(viii) For freight containers, any dis-
tortion of the overall configuration
great enough to prevent proper align-
ment of handling equipment, mounting
and securing chassis or vehicle, or in-
sertion into ships’ cells.

(3) In addition, deterioration of any
component of the freight container or
vehicle, regardless of the material of
construction, such as rusted-out metal
in sidewalls or disintegrated fiberglass,
is prohibited. Normal wear, however,
including oxidation (rust), slight dents
and scratches, and other damage that
does not affect serviceability or the
weather-tight integrity of the units, is
not prohibited.

(b) As used in paragraph (a) of this
section, splice means any repair of a
freight container main structural
member which replaces material, ex-
cept complete replacement of the mem-
ber.

(c) All shipments of Class 1 (explo-
sive) materials except those in Division
1.4 (Class C explosive) must be accom-
panied by a statement, which may ap-
pear on the shipping paper, certifying
that the freight container or the vehi-
cle is structurally serviceable as de-
fined in paragraph (a)(2) of this section.

§ 176.174 Transport of Class 1 (explo-
sive) materials in shipborne barges.

(a) Fixed magazines may be built
within a shipboard barge. Portable
magazines and freight containers may
be used as magazines with a barge.

(b) Shipborne barges may be used for
the carriage of all types of Class 1 (ex-
plosive) materials. When carrying
Class 1 (explosive) materials requiring
special stowage, the following require-
ments apply:

(1) Class 1 (explosive) materials in
compatibility group G or H must be
stowed in steel portable magazines or
freight containers.

(2) Class 1 (explosive) materials in
compatibility group K or L must be
stowed in steel portable magazines.

(c) Class 1 (explosive) materials of
different compatibility groups may not
be stowed within the same shipborne
barge unless under § 176.144(b) of this
subpart they are authorized to be
stowed in the same compartment.

HANDLING CLASS 1 (EXPLOSIVE)
MATERIALS IN PORT

§ 176.176 Signals.

When Class 1 (explosive) materials
are being loaded, handled, or unloaded
on a vessel, the vessel must exhibit the
following signals:

(a) By day, flag ‘‘B’’ (Bravo) of the
international code of signals; and

(b) By night, an all-round fixed red
light.

§ 176.178 Mooring lines.

(a) All lines used in mooring the ves-
sel must be of sufficient strength, type,
and number for the size of the vessel
and local conditions.

(b) While the vessel is moored or an-
chored in a port area, towing wires of
adequate size and length must be prop-
erly secured to mooring bits at the bow
and stern ready for immediate use with
the towing eyes passed outboard and
kept at about water level.

(c) The mooring arrangements must
be such that the vessel can be released
quickly in an emergency.

§ 176.180 Watchkeeping.

Whenever Class 1 (explosive) mate-
rials are on board a vessel in port,
there must be sufficient crew on board
to maintain a proper watch and to op-
erate the propulsion and firefighting
equipment in case of an emergency.

§ 176.182 Conditions for handling on
board ship.

(a) Weather conditions. Class 1 (explo-
sive) materials may not be handled in
weather conditions which may seri-
ously increase the hazards presented by
the Class 1 (explosive) materials. Dur-
ing electrical storms, cargo operations
must be halted and all hatches contain-
ing Class 1 (explosive) materials must
be closed.

(b) Darkness. Class 1 (explosive) mate-
rials may not be handled on board a
vessel during the hours of darkness un-
less prior consent has been obtained
from the COTP.

(c) Lighting. The area where Class 1
(explosive) materials are handled, or
where preparations are being made to
handle Class 1 (explosive) materials,
must be illuminated with lighting that
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